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SPECIAL OFFER! 


For those who enjoy wrestling and are proud of it, 
here’s a Cap you'll love for all-purpose wear. 
WRESTLING'S MAIN EVENT is boldly silk-screened on the cap. 


One size fits all. 


_WRESTLING'S 


Order today for you and a fellow fan! 


Clip this coupon and mail. Be sure to specify quantity. 


CP-V2-5 
To: WRESTLING’S MAIN EVENT 1 ONLY $4.95 each! 
Pumpkin Press, Inc., 350 Fifth Avenue, Suite 6204 []) Orsave $3.00: 3 for $12.00, 
New York, N.Y. 10118 (plus $1.00 postage and handling charge for each hat.) 
New York State residents please add sales tax. 
Name 
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All your favorite stars! Exclusive coverage and photos from the top 
matches! The latest developments in pro wrestling from all across 
the world! 

You ll find it all in WRESTLING’S MAIN EVENT! Treat yourself to a 
subscription at our great discount and you'll be sure not to miss a 
thing. Try out our sensational wrestling coverage on a special six 
issue trial basis! 


Wrestling’s Main Event (ISSN 0278- 
9612) 1s published monthly by Pump- 
kin Press Inc. 350 Fifth Ave. Suite 
6204, New York, N.Y. 10118. Under 
Universal International and Pan Amer- 
ican Copyright Conventions. Repro- 
duction of editorial or pictorial con- 
tent in any manner is prohibited. No 
responsibility will be accepted for un- 
solicited material. All such material 
must be accompanied by sufficient 
first class postage. Single copy price 
$1.50. Subscription rate 12 issues for 
$16.00. Canada and Foreign $21.00. 
Printed in U.S.A. All rights reserved. 
Application to mail at Second Class 
entry paid at New York, New York 
and additional mailing offices. Post- 
master: Send address changes to 
WRESTLING’S MAIN EVENT, 350 
Fifth Ave., Suite 6204, New York, 
N.Y. 10118. 
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| O Please enter my subscription to WRESTLING’S MAIN EVENT. 
l | am enclosing a check or money order to cover |2 issues for 716.00. 

| QO Canada and foreign: 12 issues for 921.00 (Full payment must accompany order. No C.0.D.’s) | 
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EDITOR'S CORNER 


n Oct. 12, 1983 a good 
friend and associate, the 
Grand Wizard of wres- 
tling died. Twelve years 
ago when I was just beginning to 
get involved with the sport, the first 
person | had any contact with was 
the Grand Wizard. He took me 
under, his wing and became my 
confidant. Although I didn’t al- 
ways agree with his methods and 
practices inside the ring on the out- 
side we were the best of friends. It 
was through the Wizard that | 
began to formulate contacts and 
friendships with promoters and 
wrestlers all over the country. Often 
times we would fly to Detroit 
where, as Abdullah Farouk, he 
managed the Sheik and then travel 
to Toronto, Canada to attend 
matches promoted by the late 
Frank Tunney, another kind heart- 
ed, friendly human being. 

As the years went by whenever 
anyone would ask how I became 
involved in the sport | would give 
credit tothe Grand Wizard for giv- 
ing me the incentive and initiative 
to become actively involved in 
| wrestling journalism and photog- 
| raphy. Now, looking back I have to 
| say thanks, for the last time to a 
warm, friendly, kind hearted per- 
son who | will sorely miss. 

Before assuming the identity of 
the Grand Wizard in the WWF 
area, the Wizard managed Mag- 
nificent Maurice and Handsome 
Jimmy Barend in Ohio. At that 
time he was knownas “Mr. Kleen”. 
This was his first experience as a 
wrestling manager. Later on he 
discovered the Sheik and together 
the Sheik and Abdullah Farouk, 
terrorized the wrestling world. To- 
gether they amassed an unbeliev- 
able string of victories from coast 
to coast. In 1971 the Grand Wizard 
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The Grand W 
burst on the East Coast scene man- 
aging a relative unknown named, 
Blackjack Mulligan and from then 
on he never left. After Mulligan the 
Wizard managed Beautiful Bobby, 
Handsome Jimmy Valiant, Stan 
Stasiak, Pampiro Firpo, Ernie 
Ladd and a whole host of others. In 
all the Grand Wizard managed 
thirty-five different stars in the 
WWE area. He had his favorites 


izard with then WWF champ Superstar Billy Graham. 


among the group but to each one 
he still devoted his full time and 
energies. 

Although he may not have been | 
well like once he stepped through 
the ropes and into the ring, every- 
one throughout the wrestling world 
owes a debt of gratitude to this | 
man for giving us So many wonder- 
ful memories. He was one ofa kind 
and a true friend to the end. a) 
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Send Your Letters To: 


Pumpkin Press, Inc. 
(Dept. LT) 

350 Fifth Avenue, Rm. 6204 
New York, N.Y. 10118 


RACE A DISGRACE? 

Recently you proclaimed Harley 
Race “Wrestler of the Month” due 
to his “winning” the World Hea- 
vyweight Championship for the 
seventh time. 

Perhaps you should be informed 
of a few things. 

1. Harley Race proceeded to 
place a $25,000 “bounty” on Ric 
Flair to any man who could per- 
manently disable Ric and knock 
him out of pro wrestling forever. 

2. Recently in a match against 
Race, Flair was attacked by Bob 
Orton Jr. and Dick Slater, neither 
of whom have any business in pro- 
fessional wrestling. Ric was so bad- 
ly injured he may never wrestle 
again. 

You should run a feature again 
on Harley Race titled, “The World 
Heavyweight coward”. If the old 
man can’t stand the heat he should 
get out of the kitchen. Harley Race 
has disgraced the championship 
and in the eyes of many he is cer- 
tainly no champion at all. 

Timothy Bunn 
Lynchburg Va. 


TERRIFIC TULLY AND 

SENSATIONAL SOUTHWEST 
I received my Nov. issue of WME 

and thoroughly enjoyed reading it. 
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WRESTLING’S MAIN EVENT 


Let Us Know What You Think! 


LETTERS 


& 
7. 


Your magazine is really unique. 
You cover just about the entire 
wrestling world with color photos 
that are just sensational. I clip 
them all out and paste them in my 
scrapbook. 

How about a story and center- 
fold of my favorite wrestler Tully 
Blanchard and more stories on the 
Southwest area. Don’t waste your 
precious magazine space on the 
likes of Jimmy Valient, Adrean 
Street, Pistol Pez Whatley, Bob 
Sweetan, Dusty Rhodes and above 


Ric Flair has his opponents trapped in a headiock. ,* 


all that overrated Mr. Wrestling II. 

Your magazine really stands 

head and shoulders above the rest. 
Keep up the good work fellas. 

Tony Padilla 

Corpus Christi, Texas 


CRUISING FOR A BRUISER 
I’m writing to congratulate your 
magazine on one big year of suc- 
cess and to wish you many more. 
WME 1s truly the best wrestling 
magazine, I’ve ever seen. One of 
my favorite wrestlers that you have 


Does Your INCOME Ever 


DON'T LET IT! 

Seventeen months ago | uncovered 12 simple 
ways to earn up to $108,000! 

lf you can't afford a large investment, then 
Consider these FACTS. 

Going It Alone You Gan Earn up to $36,000 A 
Year! 

Hire One Employee, at minimum wage, and earn 
up to $72,000 A Year! 
Hire Two Employees, alt minimum wage, and 
earn up to $108,000 A Year! 
That's $9,000 A Month! 

$2,200 A Week! 

$325 A Day! 

12 SIMPLE PLANS $108 THOUSAND DOLLARS 

Let me explain how easy they work. 

But first let me make you aware that these 12 
plans are all proven money-making projects that 
don't require a large investment to put them into 
operation. You can start any one of the 12 plans 
the same day my 126-page publication arrives, 
and begin earning up to $100, $200, or $300 a 
day. 

But that’s only the beginning of the good 
news. Since | uncovered the plans seventeen 
months ago I've fine-tuned these 12 money- 
making plans and perfected a 126-page book 
with over 30 illustrations and pictures that Can 
Begin Bringing You An Income of up to $9,000.00 
A month The Same Month You Receive It, And 
can continue to bring in that kind of money 
every month for as long as you care to apply 
them. 

A NEW OPPORTUNITY FOR YOU! 
Meanwhile, remember .... 
It's Okay To Be Skeptical! 

| realize $9,000.00 a month to start is a bit hard 
to accept. Bul please bear with me for a few 
minutes, Give this page a fair reading, and I'I\ 
tell you how these 12 money-making plans have 
worked for me as well as others who have tried 
them for themselves. People who were every bil 
as disbelieving as you may be right now. I'll also 
tell you how “Shortcuts To Becoming Rich” can 
wark for you, | can prove it! 

You can laugh if you want to — butread the 
rest of this page first. 

Today, the No. 1 Problem is lack of Money. 
And believe me, | found out in a hurry. But! was 
determined to discover a shortcut to earning 
money Fast, a hidden means whereby a man or 
a woman with little formal education could pull 
himself up by the bootstraps. | knew there was 
an answer. Just look around. Notice the number 
of successful people today who yesterday, were 
flat broke and stuck in a meaningless job. Now 
they are driving new automobiles, living In 
$200,000 homes, taking expensive vacations. 

Today | Don't Worry About Money. | don't 
worry about providing for my family. | know I'll 
have enough to do that in style. | just use one of 
the money-making plans a few hours a day, 
that’s all. Last month | activated one of the 
money-making plans and within 22 days took in 
$7,850.00. NO TELEPHONE SELLING! 

That’s not bad for an average American guy 
who barely got out of high school and never had 
any special training of any kind. 

Let me repeat: these 12 money-making plans 
are all respectable money-making projects that 
can produce as much as $108,000.00 A YEAR in 
real American Dollars simply through the ap- 
plication of the steps in the money-making 
plans. 

WHAT'S THE CATCH? 

No catch at all, My 12 plans are best describ- 
ed as a series of very basic money-making op- 
portunities that have been overlooked by 
thousands of people in this country. The plans 
are all designed with you in mind, they are easy 
to understand and have never before been 
published anywhere as far as | can determine, 
not in any book, newspaper, or magazine, I've 
checked high and low and nowhere have | found 
anything that even remotely resembles my 
money-making techniques. 

THESE ARE NOT GET RICH SCHEMES 


Embarrass You? 


Or any of that nonsense. | wouldn't insult 
YOUR intelligence or MINE by offering 
something that would waste your time like 
those things do. My PLANS have NOTHING to 
do with buying or selling real estate. They have 
NOTHING to do with the stock market. No 
telephone selling, or mail-order envelope stuff- 
ing either. You don't have to depend on “luck” or 
chance” ... my money-making plans work when 
they are properly applied; no “if’s” to it. Best of 
all, my money-making plans are backed by an 
Unconditional Money-Back Guarantee. 

My plans can change your life the way they 
changed mine. No question about it. You apply 
them part time at first, getting the hang of 
things and gradually developing a feel for how 
they work. You don't need any special place to 
begin working the plans either; your home, 
garage or office is perfectly suited for getting 
started. You don't have to give up your present 
job, either. MY MONEY-MAKING PLANS ONLY 
DEMAND A FEW HOURS TO GET THINGS MOV- 
ING FOR YOU. They are not complicated. In 
fact, they are so interesting and the rewards so 
FANTASTICALLY GREAT that I'm willing to bet 
you'll want to leave your present job in a few 
months or less and devote your time to going 
after THE REALLY BIG BUCKS my plans can 
generate for you. AND YOU'LL PROBABLY 
WORK LESS THAN YOU DO NOW --AND ENJOY 
WORKING TWICE AS MUCH! Because you're 
not going to be taking orders from anybody. 
You'll just be applying my money-making plans 
and earning a good living for yourself. 

A SIZEABLE FORTUNE 
| ordered your book last month and | just wanted To of- 
fer you my sincere thanks, If a person can't amass a 
sizeable fortune with your information, then this person 
should be pitied.” 

Mr. C. F., Chester, VA. 
| EXPECT MY NEW BUSINESS TO BE A SUCCESS 
“Let me tell you a little about myself, I'm 31, married 
and have a seven-year-old daughter. The last couple of 
years I've spent sending away for every money-making 
book on the market. The majority have been a waste of 
money. | just finished reading your publication, Wow! It 
contains more ideas of solid value than all the others 
put together! Now, with thanks to you, | can expeat my 
business to be a success an | am going to take the pro- 

ceeds and turn it into more.” 
Mr_ M.D,, Hartford, CT, 
| WAS WRONG 
“When | sent for your book | thought your plan was 
some kind of pyramid or envelope stuffing scheme. | 
was wrong. Please accep! my apologies.” 
Mrs. V.H., Mt. Pleasant, PA. 
| AM SO EXCITED! 
“Your plans are the most valuable piece of information | 
have ever read. | am so excited and |'’m eagerly prepar- 
ing to put your secrets into action,” 
Mr. T.S., Macon, GA. 
FAST SERVICE 
“Thanks tor the great ideas and fast service. Your book 
arrived here in record time. Now, | will be able to triple 
my income.” 
Mr, D.T., Reno, NV. 
e |'ve seen how one of the techniques has taken 
a man with Bad credit...a low paying job and 
showed him how to start a new business of his 
own. 
e| have shown a woman.,,divorced, no credit 
established, the plan for making the kind of 
MONEY she always wanted! 
* | showed a 70 year old woman, who could not 
leave her home, how to earn up to $150-a-week 
providing a service for local businessmen. 


how to make each one of them work for you. 

SINCERELY, | WANT YOU TO GET OUT OF 
DEBT AND BECOME RICH ... If you are really 
sincere about wanting to be Successful and 
Rich, then | am absolutely sure my UNIQUE 
IDEAS will help you. 

| promise | will not waste your time with vague 
generalities or worthless money-making 
schemes, | will furnish you with the Actual 
Working Tools you need to make money at once. 


* BONUS FOR ACTING NOW — FREEx 

| will show you how to find out if you are the 
missing heir to $12 Million Dollars. You or so- 
meone you know may be entitled to share in 
thousands of Million Dollar Lost Estates. We 
have found that one out of every 15 Americans 
has money awaiting him or her they know 
nothing about, or roughly 14 million of us. 


MONEY FOR THE ASKING 
| will give you the names and addresses of 11 
different companies (foundations) on page 125 
that give money away free, if they like and ap- 
prove your ideas for a new project. Up to 
$5,000— $25,000— $50,000— $100,000. 


UP TO $350,000 LINE OF CREDIT 
if you had the sad experience of rejection by 
banks for personal loans, you'll be astonised at 
the amount of LOANS you can aquire with this 
secret. 


UP TO 18,000 PRODUCTS FOR EXPORT 
|} will show you how to obtain an annual 
registry of 18,000 British Products available for 
export into this country, Some have never been 
marketed in America. 


UNCONDITIONAL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 

To ask you to buy money-making ideas of this 
nature on the basis of anything except personal 
examination would be unfair, Therefore, I'l! ac- 
cept your $10 check only with this clear 
understanding ... that if at any time after receiv- 
ing “Shortcuts To Becoming Rich" which ex- 
plains all my unique money-making techniques 
you want to return it, for any reason whatsoever, 
do so, I'LL SEND YOU A COMPLETE REFUND 
IMMEDIATELY. The check will go in the mail to 
you within 24 hours. No Questions Asked. No 
hassles. No Delay, Your money will be cheerful- 
ly refunded without any hesitation of any kind. 


And if that isn't enough of a Guarantee for 
you, then | invite you to POSTDATE YOUR 
CHECK OR MONEY ORDER FOR 30 DAYS 
FROM NOW. That will give you plenty of time to 
look over “Shortcuts To Becoming Rich” and 
decide for yourself. If during that time you feel 
you're not satisfied return it. I'll send your check 
back immediately, UNCASHED—exactly the 
way | received it. 

To order please Fill out the Order Form, 
enclose a $10 check or money order, and mail it 
today to the agent handling my materials. 


© N.S 1983 
|maginary Borders, Unitd. l 
| 446 Fifth Ave., Ste. 7B, Dept. A-1 | 
1 New York, NY 10010 | 
| I 


* | showed a waitress who was working in a | 


smal! diner how to SUPPLEMENT her income to 
the tune of $2,000 A Month! 

* | have shown a laborer working for a small con- 
struction company how to take one of my ideas 
and start a $400 a week part-time business, 

«| showed a clerk in a grocery store how to 
operate a $1,500 bi-weekly business, out of her 
home, without using any of her savings. 


*| showed a young couple...\iving on $350 a I 


month how to make up to $5,000 in the First 
Month! 

The line-up is endless. and there is NO LIMIT 
to what you can do with “Shortcuts To Becom- 
ing Rich.” Each one of the 12 different unique 
ideas are carefully explained and will show you 


Cit 
’ y 


OK, you've convinced me to at least give your 
money-making plans a try. Send me a copy of | 
“Shortcuts To Becoming Rich.” | understand | 
that you will not deposit my postdated check ] 
or money-order for 30 days after the material is 

mailed to®me. If | am not satisifed with the 
money-making plans for any reason, | simply 

return the materials and you will return my | 
check Uncashed. Under these conditions, | I 
don't see how | can lose. Here is my $10. 
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WINE GRAND PRIZE... ETE R OUR 7) 


2nd PRIZE..38,198.40! 3rdPRIZE..$4,198.40! 4th PRIZE..$1,984.00! 
Dear Friend, RECEIVE A GOLD PLATED COIN REPLICA FREE! SEE BELOW! 
Welcome to the Fabulous World of EASY NUMBERS puzzle com petion! The ninth 
| exciting EASY NUMBERS CONTEST is now under way, and if you like having fun with 
numbers, just imagine the fun you could have counting thru $49,840.00 in 
GRAND PRIZE CASH! Think of the excitement you could have finding YOUR NAME 
added to that list of 1,984 winners who will be sharing a gigantic $400,000.00 
CASH & MERCHANDISE PRIZE PACKAGE! You’ll also receive a beautiful miniature 
replica “Gold Coin” simply by solving the Puzzle and mailing the special | 
“Automatic Winner’ Prize Certificate below! Plus, every contestant who finishes 
the contest and doesn’t win one of the exciting 1,984 prizes will find a SURPRISE 
GIFT in their mailbox! Here’s how to receive your $20 Gold Piece Replica and 
| make sure YOUR name is added to the list of eligible winners. | 
fm A) SOLVE THE EASY NUMBER PUZZLE BELOW cit Gli Angelides illic” —— : 
(up, down, across or from corner to corner) thru three number r 
| boxes thatwill give the HIGHEST TOTAL. B) DETACH THE“AUTOMATIC ; % 
WINNER” PRIZE CERTIFICATE and enclose $1 postage and handling : r 
for additional information as to rules, fees and prizes. We’|| rush | 5 
you your minature coin, and if you play your numbers right, you | 
could even find yourself $19,840.00 RICHER! So don’t wait... you = 
could be our very TOxs: LEGRAND PRIZE WINNER! aL 
? ; a RETURN THE PRIZE CERTIFICATE BELOW AND RECEIVE A MINIATURE t U. 5, 


Neel At . $20 GOLD PIECE 24 KARAT GOLD PLATED! IT'SA 13/32” COLLECTOR'S 
seg? REPLICA YOU'LL BE PROUD TO DISPLAY! 


ae On| i En ee ee eS 

YES! | WANT TO BE AN “AUTOMATIC WINNER!” RUSH ME MY FREE MINIATURE “GOLD 
COIN” PLUS MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THOSE OTHER HUGE CASH & MERCHANDISE 
PRIZES! | HAVE SOLVED THE PUZZLE & ENCLOSED $1 POSTAGE AND HANDLING. 


MAIL TO: CONTEST AWARDS CENTER, P.O. BOX 15500, LAS VEGAS, NV 89114 T- pS EES, 
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FA AY = 
ORDER OF 2 


DRAW A STRAIGHT 
LINE (UP, DOWN. 
ACROSS OR FROM 


THRU THREE NUMBER 
BOXES THAT WILL 
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HIGHEST TOTAL! 
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CITY fc 
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not mentioned in your magazine is 
Dick the Bruiser (The toughest 
wrestler in the world) and he de- 
serves that title. Bruiser has had the 
Missouri State Belt three separate 
times and has beaten Race, Patera, 
Blackwell, and many other top 
wrestlers. | hope you will publish 
anarticle and maybe acolor poster 
of him. 

In addition I would like to say 
that St. Louis Wrestling is a lot 
better than Georgia Wrestling. 
We've got the top stars and the best 
matches. Proof of that is in every 
wrestling card made here, not to 
mention the Race vs Flair match. 

Well keep up the great work and 
congratulations again! 

Steven L. Hahne 
Union Missouri 
Ed. Note: 

Look for a featured article on 
Dick the Bruiser in an upcoming 
issue of W.M.E. 


CAPTAINS COURAGEOUS 

We were extremely pleased to 
read the fantastic article in the 
Nov. *83 issue of your magazine 
entitled “Albano Is The Best”. 
We're glad that R. J. D’Ariano 
shares are very same views about 
him. 

Personally, we feel it is men like 
the Capt. who give wrestling the 
thrill and flair it so justifiably de- 
serves. It is for this very reason, 
fans such as ourselves, love this 
sport so much. We're glad to see 
that someone has finally given Lou 
the credit which he certainly de- 
serves. He puts a very special ex- 
citement into wrestling, that would 
otherwise be left out. And we think 
his current champions. The Samo- 
ans,and the “Magnificent” Muraco 
are fabulous, because he has placed 
in them, the qualities it takes to be 
championship material. 

Both of us love the Capt. and are 
behind him 100%. Thanks for the 
great article. 

Tammy & Judy Lenhart 
Meyersdale, Pa. 


Larry Zbyszko. 


SUBLIME ZYBYSZKO 

I buy four or five wrestling maga- 
zines a month just to read about 
one personand that person is Larry 
Zbyszko! Who I know is the only 
“New Living Legend.” 

I think Zybszko is the best wres- 
tler in the world today. 

Bruno Sammartino isa has-been 
while Larry Zbyszko will always 
be. 

I sure would enjoy more pin-ups 
of Larry. I just can’t get enough 
because Larry is the best and the 
one “Living Legend.” 

Rosa Simmons 
Popler Bluff, Mo. 
Ed. Note: 

Larry Zbyszko’s claim to im- 
mortality was certainly waylaid by 
his recent loss to Brent Wayne 
(read Jean Manning’s story, A 
GIANT OF A CHAMPION, in 
this issue of WME) who is now the 
holder of the National Heavy- 
weight title. But we at WME do 
feel that Larry is a premiere wrestler 
and have covered his career in 
depth. Hes our wrestler of the 
Month in the July 1983 issue of 
WME. 


PURRING OVER 
“PISTOL” PEZ 

| just read the October issue of 
W ME and would like to congratu- 
late George Napolitano on the fan- 
tastic story on “Pistol” Pez What- 
ley. I'm glad he’s getting the pub- 


licity he deserves. 
wrestler. 


He’s a great 


Sherry Bouman 
Canton, Ohio 


UPSET ABOUT EDDIE 
I am furious with the so-called 
Masked Superstar, who is sup- 
posed to be such a cool guy. If he 
was as coolas he makes himself out 
to be then why didn’t he try for the 
3 count on Eddie as opposed to 
continuing fighting which may have 
ruined Eddie’s life. But maybe 
that’s what the masked Superstar 
wanted. If Eddie is paralized what 
do you or the Federation plan do 
to the Masked Superstar. Doesn't 
he deserve some sort of punish- 
ment for his actions. 
Jennifer Cross 
Hillsdale N.H. 


Ed. Note: 

So far the extent of Eddies in- 
Juries are unknown and consider- 
ing that Eddie is a remarkable 
physical specimen there’s a good 
chance for a full recovery. We at 
WME are entirely powerless to 
enforce any sort of punishment on 
the Masked Superstar for his 
reprehensible actions. We sincerely 
hope that the WWF takes some 
serious action against the Masked 
Superstar with a huge fine coupled 
with a suspension or expulsion 
fromthe WWF for this unconscion- 
able act against a fine young ath- 
lete who has demonstrated sport- 
manship and superb scientific 
wrestling ability throughout his 
career. o 


Girl 
oxing Books 
ONLY now ne A $31 VALUE 


also FREE CATALOG 
| JUDY, BOX 847, BREA, CA 92621 - D000 
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Wrestling B 


SCHOOL GIRLS EAGER TO == 
COMBAT! See these exciting So 
muscular amateurs wrestling == 


| in “MOTEL MATCH REVENGE =: 


$3. complete color finan 
Color 3 Photos and brochures = 
___s6. Amateur co-ed Battle Book= = 


Warrirs, Pp 0. Box Bal, (Brea, SA 52621, Jeet. DOO a 
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WRESTLING’S ROUND-UP 


e would like to wel- 
come everyone to 
another edition of 
Wrestling Round- 
Up. Since our last issue Eddie Gil- 
bert made a return appearance to 
the WWF but unfortunately his 
return was short lived as Gilbert 
reinjured his neck when the Masked 
Superstar pile drove him onto the 
concrete floor. The Masked Super- 
star knocked Gilbert completely 
unconscious and as Gilbert lie mo- 
tionless on the concrete floor WWF 
champion Bob Backlund ran to his 
aid. Unfortunately there was noth- 
ing that the champ could do to 
revive Gilbert. After the incident 
Gilbert spent three days in the hos- 
pital for observation before return- 
ing home to Lexington, Tenn.... 

Superfly Snuka and the Mag- 
nificent Muraco continue to wage 
war all over the WWF area. So far 
Muraco still reigns supreme... . 
Talented Tom Pritchard has been 
doing very well in the Memphis, 
Tenn. region. The popular Pritch- 
ard is destined to bea superstar. ... 

Mike Rotundo is the new South- 
ern Heavyweight champion. To 
win the title Rotundo defeated tal- 
ented Ron Bass in a wild Florida 
bout. Rotundo has the moves and 
style to be one of the biggest stars 
in the sport.... 

Hulk Hogan gave NWA World’s 
champion Harley Race a run for 
his money ina wild St. Louis bout. 
Race was lucky to leave the state 
with his title. Look for the sensa- 
tional Hogan to someday capture 
the World’s crown.... 

Sheepherder Luke Williams is 
now feuding with Tully Blanchard. 
After disposing of “Hangman” 
Bobby Jaggers, the New Zealander 
then started up with Blanchard. 
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Their disagreement started when 
the Crazy Sheepherder mauled San 
Antonio promoter, Joe Blanchard 
during a televised bout. Tully 
quickly came to this father’s aid 
and for his troubles he too received 
a sound thrashing. Now Tully and 
Williams are going at it hot and 


heavy. The Texas fans despise the 
New Zealander so much that they 
are even cheering for Tully in these 
battles. ... 

Tough Spike Huber is one of the 
most underated men in the sport. 
Spike has quite a following in St. 
Louis, Indianapolis and Memphis, 


Tully Blanchard exults in another victory. 


photos by Bill Otten and Roman Avila 


Mike Rotundo proud 


ly holds his newly won Southern Heavyweight Championship belt. 
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The “New Living Legend”, Larr 


= 


y Zbyszko. 


Paul Orndorff displays his awesome physique. 
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Tenn. and soon Spike should break 
into national prominence.... 

Ban the claw! That’s the cry in 
Texas as everyone is trying to have 
David Von Erich’s claw banned. 
Although many men use the claw, 
David’s has to be the most dead- 
bye cis 

Will Terry Gordy’s success ruin 
the Freebirds? Tough Terry Gordy 
is doing so well as a single with his 
“Asiatic Spike” that many people 
feel that his future lies in wrestling 
as a single. This has to have Michael 
Hays and Buddy Roberts very up- 
BOts. <a 

Maniac Mark Lewin and Kevin 
Sullivan are now wrestling in the 
Mid Atlantic area. 

Paul Orndorff will be making his 
WWE appearance in the very near 
PutuTes2-<-. 

Brett Wayne is the new national 
Heavyweight champion. To win 
the title Wayne defeated “the 
Legend” Larry Zbyszkoinan Omni 
bout. Although Wayne is a very 
capable wrestler he’s going to find 
out that he’s now a wanted man! 

Roddy Piper has been making 
appearances on tour for World’s 
Championship Wrestling besides 
wrestling in the Mid Atlantic area. 
No matter where he appears Piper 
is one of the most popular men in 
the sport!.... 

King Tonga continues to be one 
of the top men in the Caribbean. 
Tonga holds the Puerto Rican 
Heavyweight championship and as 
champion has defeated every top 
man to venture to the Carib- 
bean.... 

Pedro Morales is another Puerto 
Rican favorite. The fiery Morales 
holds the WWC North American 
Heavyweight championship as well 
as the WWC World’s tag team title 
with another super Puerto Rican 
grappler, WWC champion, Carlos 
Colon, .3% 

Rocky Johnson and T ony Garea, 
have formed an explosive duo. 
Look for these two talented wres- 


tlers to defeat the Wild Samoans 
and capture the WWF Heavy- 
weight title. ... 

The Junkyard Dog has once 
again reclaimed the title of “King 
of Texas” by virtue of his win over 
Nick Bockwinkel in a Houston, 
Texas bout.... 


Hacksaw Butch Reed is still 
feuding with the JY D throughout 
the Mid South territory.... 

“The American Dream” Dusty 
Rhodes after disposing of Kevin 
Sullivan and defeating the “king of 
the Cowboys” Ron Bass now finds 
himself battling the wild Abdullah 


Gentleman Jim Holliday and Kareem Mohammed 
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the Butcher. The Butcher’s reputa- 
tion is known worldwide and the 
“The Dream” should have quite a 
time of it trying to subdue the crazy 
Abdullah. ... 

The Zanbuie Express, Elijah 
Akeem and Kareem Muhammed, 
continue to reign as tag team 
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~ FEMALE 
FIGHTING 
‘ DIRECTORY \ 


meeting, competing against, 
auvoine with, reading about, 
or viewing “amateur” Female 
Wrestlers, Boxers, Savage Cat- 
fighters, Strong Muscular Body- 
builders, Sexy Apartment Wrestlers, 
Mud Wrestlers, or Male vs Female 
Fights excites you too — then the 
“INTERNATIONAL DIREC- 
TORY. OF AMATEUR FEMALE 


FIGH I ING? i 1S far youl! Over 1 000 
active listings of Personals (all contacts 
direct,) Membership Clubs, Film/ 
Video Outlets, and Publications — 
Plus a Free Personal Listing! Orders 
filled by return, Ist class mail! Only 
) $20 ($23 outside U.S. & Can. ) AM- 
FEM CO., Box 93 Cooper Sta. ( E ) 
Y NYC 10276. 


\ “...a grabber of a ald Satie 
PI pees 


i] 
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PROFESSIONAL 


WRESTLING 
BOOTS 


Custom-made, 13” high. 
Prices start at $65.00 and up. 


B-A BOOT SHOP 
Rt. 2 Box 48B 

Paris, AR 72855 
Phone: 

001-963-3353 


Largest supplier of 
Professional Wrestling 
Boots in the United States 
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The one and only Hulk Hogan. 


champions throughout the Sun- 
shine State. ... 

Jules Strongbow is now appear- 
ing in the Pacific Northwest and 
has gained quite a fan following 
throughout the states of Washing- 
ton and Oregon.... 

Adrian Street “The Exotic One” 
is now doing his thing in the Lone 
Star state. “Sweet” Adrian has now 

aligned himself with the Crazy New 
| Zealander Luke Williams to form 
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“the Commonwealth Connec- 


Hon” x: 

Is J.J. Dillon managing Joe 
LeDuc? The loquacious Dillon 
claims to be managing only Ron 
Bass yet he is often seen with Le 
Duc, the Zambuie Express and 
also Abdullah the Butcher. One 
has to wonder if Gentleman Jim 
Holliday is actually working for 
J.J. Dillon. ... 

The Dynamite Kid is the new 


Pacific Northwest Heavyweight 
champion. To win the title the sen- 
sational Dynamite Kid defeated 
talented Curt Hennigina matchin | 
Seattle, Washington.... 

The Super Destroyer is now the 
Central States champion.... | 

Gorgeous Jimmy Garvin and his 
beautiful valet Sunshine continue. 
to upset all of the fans in the 
Dallas-Ft. Worth area. Garvinand 
Kevin Von Erich have been bat- 
tling hot and heavy over the Amer- 
ican Heavyweight title. ... 

Hulk Hogan is now feuding with 
Nick Bockwinkel, Crusher Black- 
well, Mr. Saito, and David Shultz 
in the AWA area.... 

Sheik Adnan El Kassey’s wild 
Sheiks: Ken Patera and Crusher 
Blackwell continue to dominate 
the AWA tag team scene.... 

Magnum T.A. Terry Allen has 
teamed with Hacksaw Jim Duggan 
to form an explosive combination 
in the Mid South territory.... 


Magnum T.A., Terry ‘Allen is mobbed by fans. 


BUCKLE UP! 


WME?’s championship belt buckle 
features two, three-dimensional 
wrestlers battling it out. 

This handsome, rugged buckle is 
made of heavy, durable metal 


and is your for just $8.95 


Clip this c coupon and be sure to specify quantity. WME-V2-5 


To: WRESTLING’S MAIN EVENT OU ONLY $8.95 each. 
Pumpkin Press, Inc., 350 Fifth Avenue, Suite 6204 O Or save $2.00: 2 for $16.00 
New York, N.Y. 10118 (plus $1.00 postage and handling for each buckle) 


New York State residents add 8% sales tax. 
Canadian Currency $10.50 plus $1.50 postage and handling. 


Send check or money order. Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery. 
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mm Take it anywhere. Made of 
stainless steel. Folds 
down to a compact 

1 7/8"', openstoa 
full 3 1/4". Great for 
cutting thread,fishing | 
Bliine,anything you can| 
think of.Clips to your 
key chain through a 
special eyelet, 
Satisfaction 
guaranteed 


ent to: CHELO ENTERPRISES, 
P.O.Box 1754, New York, 


G.P, 
N.Y. 10001 
N 
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, Send me Scissors at $2 .95ea. 
fi Plus 50¢ post. & hand. charge 

» (Check or money order, no COD) 
i 
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Jesse Venturea is the new South- 


ern Heavyweight champion in the 
Memphis area.... 

NWA World’s champion Harley 
Race has placed a bounty on Ric 
Flair in hopes of knocking him 
from the number one challenger’s 
spot in the wrestling world. Race is 
fearful that Flair may be ready to 


| reclaim the World’s belt and has 


Become A Professional Wrestier... 


“This One Has tt All!” 
No Monthly Lessons! No Additional Charges! 


commissioned Dick Slater and | 
Cowboy Bob Orton to put an end | 
to Flair’s career. Although Bob 
Orton knocked Flair out of com-_ 
mission once, the former cham- | 
pion is back in top form and ready | 
to reclaim the World’s belt. That’s | 
all for now. We hope you enjoy — 
this issue of Wrestling’s MAIN | 
EVENT... o | 


Learn all you need to know to become e 
m, Professional Wreetier. Find out how ta 

contact promoters in your state. Also 
learn the professional way to train. 


tt 


F, 


| films/photos/video tape 
Send $2 for list 
Ealer-Dayton Co. 
Box 8639 Munger Station 
Wichita, Ks. 67208 
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Send $4.00 in Check or Money Order To 
BELLEW, 380 Fifth Ave., Suite #532, New York, NY 10018 


ATTENTION!!! 


JIMMY SNUKA 


FANS!! 


JOIN TODAY! SHOW YOUR SUPPORT 
FOR THE WORLD’S MOST POPULAR WRESTLER 
AND BECOME A CHARTER MEMBER OF THE 


SUPERFLY SNUKA FAN CLUB! 


As a member, you will receive the following: 


* EXCLUSIVE GIANT-SIZED POSTER 
OF JIMMY SNUKA 
* COLOR PHOTOGRAPHS OF 
JIMMY IN ACTION 
* SPECIAL, LIMITED EDITION MAGAZINE, 
“A SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO JIMMY SNUKA” 
* UP-DATED RESULTS OF SNUKA’S 
MOST RECENT MATCHES 
* MEMBERSHIP CARD 
* SPECIAL DISCOUNTS ON ASSORTED SOUVENIRS 
* MANY OTHER SURPRISES!! 


SEND TODAY TO: ON THE MAT WRESTLING CO. 
P.O. BOX 539 
RIDGEFIELD, N.J. 07657 
GE phe ei eS MEMBERSHIP DUES ..$8.95 


Ne een. Eee POSTAGE .c0 eee 75 


ND olsen ee TOTAL ENCLOSED. ...$9.70 


OS fo eS A SIP 


THIS FAN CLUB IS INDEPENDENTLY OPERATED. 


A bearded Don Muraco tears at Morales with a ring cable 


A Year In The Life Of 


The Magnificent Muraco 


on Muraco is tired. He 
has just about com- 
pleted one of the rough- 
est years in his fifteen 
year career. It’s been a big year, an 
important one too. He returned to 
the WWE and regained the Inter- 
continental Heavyweight cham- 
pionship from Pedro Morales. He’s 
been defending that title ever since 
while still trying to dethrone WWF 
Heavyweight champion Bob Back- 
lund. It’s been a long year and the 
Magnificent One is starting to wear 
a little around the edges. 
Although his manager, Captain 
Louis Albano denies it, Muraco 
seems to have some emotional 
problems. He begins talking in a 


by R.J. D’Ariano 


nice calm manner and thena second 
later he’s screaming at you tearing 
his own shirt from his chest and 
destroying it. In the ring, he can 
play it by the rules and then sud- 
denly without warning turn into a 
savage animal punishing his oppo- 
nent in a vicious and sadistic style. 

Besides this, there’s the way he 
treats his championship belt. He 
never wears it around his waist, but 
carries it arrogantly draped over 
his shoulder. Often during a cham- 
pionship bout he will toss the belt 
to the floor as if he could care less 
about it. This is very disturbing to 
his opponent who has usually strug- 
gled very hard to get a shot at that 
very belt. 
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Frustration and displaced anger 
seem to be the fuel that Muraco 
thrives on. Albano himself makes 
no qualms about it. He brought 
Muraco into the area to destroy 
Jimmy Snuka, the man who turned 
on him last year. But, even though 
that was his plan the Captain put 
Muraco through almost a year of 
intensive training before the Snuka 
confrontation. 

First came the series of bouts 
against Pedro Morales. Tough, 
grueling, bloody affairs that could 
have broken the spirit of any other 
man yet after itall Muraco emerged 
victorious with Pedro’s belt in 
hand. But Muraco was still hungry. 

Next came a series of bouts 


photos by Joe Carrino and George Napolitano 
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Backlund lifts Muraco high over 
head in an attempt to break his hold. 


—E Eee 


The great Pedro Morales attacks, first ripping Muraco shirt to shreds. 


— Be Ot ncuwrerontl 
Bob Backlund is caught in a painful Arm Lock. 
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against Bob Backlund. There was 
no love lost between these two arch 
rivals. They fought tooth and nail 
on several occasions and although 
Muraco beat Backlund several 
times he never captured the WWF 
title. The frustration was building. 


Awesome Rocky Johnson was 
the next challenger to confront the 
Intercontinental champion. On a 
televised match it looked to all that 
the “Soul Man” had beat Muraco 
but it was not the case. The referee 
disqualified Muraco because AI- 


Muraco lets Vince McMahon and the world know 
who the Intercontinental Champion is. 
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bano had jumped on the apron of 
the ring. This incident, which many 
feel was all part of Albano’s master 
plan, led to a series of vicious 
bloody battles with Johnson in 
Madison Square Garden. When 
the blood finally stopped and the 
dust settled it was The Magnificent 
Muraco who still owned the belt 
and all the victories! 

It was now nearly a year later 
and the time has come for Jimmy 
Snuka. First a feud brewed when 
Muraco insulted the hot headed 
Snuka. Albano now had Snuka 
right where he wanted him. During 
the first match they fought like 
animals and the bout was finally 
stopped when several other wres- 
tlers had to tear them apart. The 
next contest was more of the same 
tooth and nail battle with both men 
being disqualified. Subsequent 
bouts have also ended in the same 
wild chaotic fashion as the Snuka- 
Muraco war continues! 

Albano merely laughs about it 
all. “Sure Muraco is tired. It has 
been a long and dangerous road 
but now Jimmy Snuka has once 
again turned into a wild sadistic 
savage. Will Buddy Rogers be able 
to control him? Maybe not.” This 
possibility has Albano in ecstacy. 

But Albano’s psychological 
games are also having an effect on 
his man as well. How much longer 
can Muraco be magnificent? 

He’s on the road daily meeting 
any and all opponents. His feud 
with Snuka is in high gear. He still 
deserves another shot at Backlund’s 
title while he’s secretly longing for 
the tranquility of Sunset Beach, 
Hawaii. Don Muraco is like a 
rubber band. You can stretch it, 
and stretch it but if you stretch it 
too farit snaps. Atthe moment the 
Magnificent One is stretched to the 
breaking point. The pressure is 
causing him to think and act in a 
very peculiar manner, It may be 
Snuka, possibly another opponent 
or even Muraco himself—but 
someone is bound to suffer and 
soon, when the lid on this human 
pressure cooker explodes. Oo 


Can The Amazing LUCRY WATER 
CROSS Bring INSTANT MONEY 
MIRACLES To Thousands In Need? 


SUPPOSE SOMEONE was to tell you that- 

* A new car can be moved right from the dealer's showroom 
into your garage, wilhoul it costing you a cent. 

« The Color TV you've been wanting to buy can simply be 
made to appear in the exact spotin your lviing room where you 
Wanted il. 

* Money locked away ina bank where it’s doing nobody any 
good can be made lo appear in a jar on your kitchen table. 

« Winning tickets for Lotteries, Racetracks and Games of 
Chance can appear in your pocket or purse, out of thin air! 

The power to move objects with our mind, isa God-given 
ability —but few people ever bother to use it. Thowsaneds coulel 
be muissing Gut.on life's rewards, simply because thev haven't 
vel discovered this amazing good luck power that really could 
felp them. 

Of course, using the power of your mind alone to bring 
money fromafar...to bring yoursella new car... to wina nice 
morigage-free house ina good neighborhood. , . freedam from 
sickness and worry ... is ner yer practical for the average 
Pera. 

But that doesn’t mean you aren’t free to use this same uni- 
versal power to enjoy ALL OF THESE SAME REWARDS! 
It just means that while you're getting started, you're better off 
using a slightly different method. 


Miracle Water Discovered In Ancient Times 


Throughout the ancient world rich people knew how to use 
ctérlain water to bring themselves incredible good luck and 
success. The miracles of the ancient Roman spring at Jutera 
near the Nimicus River have been well documented. We know 
that the holy well of Tisvilde in Denmark helped people with 
miracles for hundreds of years, 

Bul. wonderful as these springs were, neither of them ever 

performed as many superpowerful miracles as the amazing 
WATER OF LOURDES. 


Lourdes Water Rated Tops in Miracle Power 


At Lourdes the blind have regained their sight. The deaf hear 
again. The crippled throw down their crutches and walk. Tens 
of thousands of miracles have taken place. Two million people 
visil Lourdes cach year. 

The miracles of Lourdes have been studied by scientists from 
all over the world who are forced to admit that Lourdes is nota 
hoax. People of all religions, people of every race, all have 
received INSTANT GOOD LUCK MIRACLES! 

Isnt time that vou found out about this amazing power 
that may help people to enjov one good iuck miracle after 
another! 


Help Us With An Important Lourdes Research 
Project And Get Your LUCKY WATER CROSS For 
40% Off The Nationally Advertised Price 


Thousands of scientists have studied the miracles of Lourdes 
and their work has been confirmed by the world’s most con- 
servative religious leaders. They have discovered miracles of 
blind people being able to see, even when fheir optic organs 
have been destrayed. They have discovered miracles of people 
who had been shot in the war being healed up perfectly, 
including the case of a man whe Aad a steel plate in his head 
vanish miraculously and the hole healed up perfectly— 
although doctors declared this was “impossible.” 

But, while the miracles of healing have been carefully dac- 
umented, nowhere can we find reports of 


O Miracles of Worry and Trouble Ended— 

Miracles of people sick with worry who suddenly had every- 
thing in their lives start going right, even though this had never 
happened to them before, even though they had never had 
anything but bad luck —until they wore or carried the LUCA Y 
WATER CROSS! 

C) Miracles of Money 

Miracles of people who had no money to pay their bills, 
people who were being hounded by bill collectors until it was 
making them sick, people who were desperate, who had given 
up all hope... AND THEN FOUND THE MONEY THEY 
NEEDED...MORE MONEY THAN THEY COULD 
SPENDIN A LIFETIME...MONEY THAT WOULD BUY 
THEM EVERYTHING THEY COULD POSSIBLY WANT— 
ace they had started to wear or carry the LUCA Y WATER 

OSS! 


O Miracles of New Cars 
Miracles of people who needed new cars, Who simply could 


e 


Inside every Lucky Water Cross is a vial of water from the Spring of Miracles at Lourdes. 
Is it true this water acts asa powerful money magnet? If you will help us to find the answer, 
we will send you a Lucky Water Cross for more than 40% off the nationally advertised 


$13.95 price—a $7.00 savings for you! 


Inside this beautt- 


ful cross is a small 

vial of water (see 

above) from the Spring 

af Miracles at Lourdes. 
Sold nationally for $15.95, 
this cross can be yours for 
just $8.95, if you promise to 
carry if for 90 days. 


not allord the cost of repairing the old wrecks they had been 
driving, and who goat these new cars—INCLUDING BIG 
CADILLACS AND LINCOLNS —after they started to wear 
or carry the LOCK FY WATER CROSS! 


QO) Miracles of Love Powers Restored 

Miracles of people who had their love powers restored, or 
women who could again attract and hold an affectionate mate, 
of men who were cured of loss of nature toward their mate, of 
homosexuals who began to be interested in women—after they 
started to wear or carry the LUCA Y WATER CROSS! 
O Miracles of Good Credit 

Miracles of people who had lost their credit, who had been 
labeled a “bad credit risk” by every credil agency in town, yet 
who received ONE CREDIT CARD AFTER ANOTHER, 
PLUS LOANS, PLUS MORTGAGES —all with just their sig- 
nature—after they had started tow ear or carry the LUCKY 
WATER CROSS! 
O) Miracles of Jobs, Promotions and Extra Cash 

Miracles of people who needed a job desperately and who 
got one rightaway, miracles of people who couldn't make ends 
meet and then got a promotion that paid all the bills, miracles 
of people making BUCKETS FULL OF MONEY —all alter 
they had begun to wear or carry the amazing LUCK Y WATER 
CROSS! 


O Miracles of Good Luck at Numbers, Racetracks. 


and Lotteries 

Miracles of people who started HITTING THE NUM- 
BERS, who started WINNING AT BINGO almost every time 
they played, people who suddenly had the ability to PICK 
WINNING HORSES, to WIN AT CARDS, to WIN LOT- 
TERIES AND SWEEPSTAKES every time—all this after 
they started to wear or carry the LUCKY WATER CROSS! 
O Miracles of Family Happiness 

Miracles of drug habits cured, of alcoholics putting down the 
bottle forever, of wife beaters and child beaters coming to their 
senses al last, of LOVE, PEACE AND HARMONY RE- 
STORED TO THE FAMILY FOREVER and peace with the 
neighbors too—all after just one member of the family started 
to Wear or carry the LUCA Y WATER CROSS! 

How many people do you think experience these miracles 


every day from wearing the 
Lucky Water Cross? Hundreds? 
Thousands? Millions? Up until 
now nobody has ever tried to 
keep count but now we are go- 
ing to discover (he amazing truth! 

The Lourdes Water Research 
Project 5 now being conducted 
to find out all these answers. 
When all the facts are in, the 
findings «ill be presented to a 
leading research institute. And 
now we need your help, 

If you'll agree to wear or carry 
the Lucky Water Cross for 90 
davs we will send vou one 
immediately for more than 405; 
off the nationally advertised price. 

Yes, this $15.95 cross will be sent to you for just $8.95, if 
you Tl agree to help out. 


Lucky Water of Lourdes Inside Every Cross! 


Inside cach Lucky Water Cross is a vial of water taken from 
the Spring of Miracles at Lourdes, This is the same water that 
has been used by thousands from all over the world who were in 
desperate need of a BIG MIRACLE snimediately. 

Asa participant inthe Lourds Water Research Project, you 
don't have to go to Lourdes to get this lucky water that has 
brought miracles to thousands —all you need to do is wear your 
Lucky Water Cross. The lucky water from Lourdes is inside it. 


Your Miracles Will Become Part Of A Book 


As you wear or carry your Lucky Water Cross, things are 
going to happen to you that have never happened before 
lucky things you won't dare todream about now. And you'll be 
doubly amazed because they will happen again and again, until 
your life is flooded with one happy event after another and you 
accept the fact that fhe Lucky Water Cross can make big 
miracles happen every day. That's what we believe. 

When these miracles start happening, they may come so fast 
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Mayhem With 
Sawyer and Piper 
In Dog Collars 


9 Sawye 


dog collar match would 
certainly seem suited to 
a man so accurately 
. named “Mad Dog” 
Buzz Sawyer. His determination to 
win in any manner it apparent 
every time he steps into the ring. 
Gouging, stomping, biting, snarling 
and his total surrender to what 
borders on insanity are all un- 
leashed on his opponents. But no 
less unpredictable and without a 
doubt equal in viciousness to Mr. 
Sawyer is the unique and fearless 
Scotsman, Roddy Piper. 

The 6’2” 232 pound grappler has 
been having his own share of prob- 
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By Phyllis Puckett 
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, attempts to wrap the chain around Piper's n 


lems lately in the Mid-Atlantic 
region. He and Greg “The Ham- 
mer” Valentine have been em- 
broiled in a violent battle for the 
U.S. heavyweight title now held by 
Valentine. Only a few months ago, 
Valentine savagely attacked Piper 
causing injuries that won't soon be 
forgotten. Roddy’s eardrum was 
ruptured leaving him witha partial 
loss of hearing. As soon as health 
permitted though, Valentine met 
the wrath of Roddy Piper. Roddy 
very nearly succeeded in hanging 
Greg. Were it not for Piper being 
stopped, we undoubtly would be 
referring to “The Hammer” in the 
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past tense. To underestimate the 
extents to which this man can 
endure or the lengths to which he 
will go would be a grave mistake. 
Piper hass taken on the task of 
“Mad Dog” at the request of 
Tommy Rich. For as long as most 
of us can remember, Rich and 
Sawyer have been at each otherina 
feud which doesn’t appear to have 
an end in sight. Not long ago 
though, during a match between 
Sawyer and Rich in Atlanta’s 
Omni, an act occurred which horri- 
fied even some of those in profes- 
sional wrestling who profess no 
friendship for Rich and who have 
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themselves been known to do some 
underhanded things to opponents. 
Sawyer is said to have enlisted the 
aid of “Wild” Bill Irwin to help rid 
him of Rich. Irwin entered the ring 
during the match and began lash- 
ing Rich repeatedly with his whip 
until others came to Rich’s aid. 

To attempt to settle scores with 
both of these men at the same time 
would have meant self-destruction 
for Rich. A man who cannot con- 
centrate his full attention on the 
man he is in the ring with is in 
trouble from the beginning. “One 
thing I knew”, said Rich, ’was that 
anytime I met one of them the 
other one was somewhere waiting 
and watching. Sawyer always has 
his ace in the hole. But whippin’ 
people went out a long time ago, so 
I got on the stick and called a very 
good friend of mine. A man who’ll 
do whatever it takes to get the job 
done. I called Roddy Piper”. And 
Piper has arrived. 

The house for this event went 
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The referee admonishes Sawyer about illegal tactics. 


wild as Piper made his way to the 
ring. Roddy had not been in the 
area for a while and the fans wel- 
comed his return. [he cheers turned 


| 


to howls and booing as “Mad Dog” 
and his new manager, “Precious” 
Paul Ellering emerged from the 
dressing area. 


* All photos, all action, brilliant color! *% 
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The chain becomes a potent weapon in Roddy’s bloody fist. 


Piper stood calmly as the official 
fastened the leather collar around 
hisneck. Theheavy chain wasthen ii. 
stretched some five feet and the | 
second collar placed on Sawyer 
who clawed at it like a wild animal 
against its restraints. As soon as 
the official stepped away Sawyer 
dropped to the mat and began 
snarling. Piper followed suit and 
the two began to advance on each 
other as if they were actually anim- 
als stalking each other. Roddy at- 
tacked, first clamping his teeth into 
Sawyer’s forehead. From that point 
on madness reigned. 

Both men pounded viciously at 
each other with chain and fists. 
Sawyer made several attempts to 
Slide under the ropes but Piper 
managed to keep him inthe ring by 
pulling fiercely on the chain. Each 
of them fought as if possessed. 
Neither giving an inch or allowing 
one to be taken by the other. Each 
man in his turn found the chain 
wrapped through their mouths and 
pulled to the point that it looked as ' 
if the flesh would surely tear and ae in pom 
give way. : are 

Sawyer tried repeatedly to kick 


of Pts, 


Ellering holds Piper as Sawyer ties him to the ropes. 
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Piper under the ropes and to the 
floor next to Ellering. Finally he 
succeeded and as quickly as Roddy 
hit the floor, Ellering went to work 
pounding on him and removing the 
chain from his collar. 

Piper struggled free of Ellering 
and pulled himself back onto the 
mat not realizing Sawyer now had 
full control of the chain. Buzz 
lashed out catching Piper full force 
with the freed chain using it likea 
whip. Then gathering it into and 
around his fist he began to hammer 
at Piper’s head until he drew blood. 
* ‘ wal Calling on the instincts of any 

=“ ae injured and threated creature, 


as = | : ————— - Roddy retaliated, thrashing Saw- 


Sawyer's manager, Precious Paul Ellering, attempts to free the “Mad Dog.” yer until he too was bleeding. 


Seeing that “Mad Dog” was in 
trouble, Ellering stepped onto the 
ring apron to lend a hand. Piper 
sent him back in a hurry with a 
taste of the chain on his back. 
Reaching down for that extra edge, 
Piper again topped Sawyer for the 
pin. 

The fight, however, was not over. 
Ellering rushed back into the ring 
and jumped Roddy. Sawyer im- 
mediately went to work wrapping 

we) - Pee ee ae the chain around Piper's neck while 
—— Se eee - Ellering freed the chain from his 

collar. Sawyer, failing inan attempt 

to hang Roddy from the ropes, 

lifted him by drawing on the chain 

Tommy Rich comes to the aid of the fallen Scotsman. while Ellering tugged at his legs. 

Within minutes the cries of the 
crowd brought Rich flying from 
the dressing room. As Tommy 
sailed into the ring. Sawyer and 
Ellering made a dash to get out. 
Piper, having been released, leaped 
from the mat and backed into a 
corner brandishing the coiled 
chain. Still dazed and confused, he 
held Rich to a distance. At this 
point things were not clear as to 
who was who. Tommy persisted in 
talking gently and approaching 
slowly. Piper finally came to grips 
with his surroundings and leaned 
on his friend with relief. 

This night was over. But seldom 


7 1 pe is only one such confrontation the 
Piper leans on friends as the wild match finally ends. end of a battle. 
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he match was hot and 
heavy but Rick Martel 
excelled with his brand 
of high flying maneuvers 
and great agile moves. [he cham- 
pion could not escape the holds 
without using illegal tactics. He 
was hard pressed as Martel at- 
tacked relentlessly. As the match 
continued, the champion grew 
weary. Then Martel caught the 
champion with a rolling pin and 
the match was over. Rick Martel 
was jumping for joy. He had beaten 
Nick Bockwinkel for the AWA 
World Heavyweight Champion- 
ship. 

Rick Martel was one happy 
wrestler as he faintly heard a ring- 
ing in his ears. The picture of his 
glorious victory faded from sight 
as Rick came awake. He stared at 
the ringing phone and his happi- 
ness faded. It was only a dream. A 
dream of victory. Adream that has 
turned to desperation. Rick now 
realized it was only the operator 
with his morning wakeup call. It 
was a dream but perhaps a pro- 
phesy because Rick knew come 
that very night he would be facing 
Nick Bockwinkel for the coveted 
AWA belt. 

For nearly one year now Rick 
Martel has been pursuing the very 
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RICK MARTEL 
Aiming For The Top Spot 


By Frank Amato 
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Rick has Moondog, King trapped in 
an Abdominal Stretch. 


same Nick Bockwinkel for the title 
but as luck would have it the belt 
has eluded the handsome Martel. 
Another chance, another hope, per- 
haps this time it would happen that 
a dream would turn to reality. Rick 
thinks back to all of the chances 
he’s had against Bockwinkel. The 
nights he came so very close to vic- 
tory only to have the belt elude 
him. Nights of trickery by Bock- 
winkel’s manager Bobby “The 
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Brain” Heenan. Nights when Hee- 
nan would interfere causing Bock- 
winkel’s disqualification or his 
own, 

Nights when he would have the 
belt nearly in the palm of his hand 
and the bleeding Bockwinkel de- 
clared too bloody to continue. 
Nights when Bockwinkel just bare- 
ly held onto a draw. Ever so close 
for a victory and yet ever so far. 
Rick Martel knows that to own 
something so valuable as the AWA 
belt, you have to earn it. He knows 
if he should win it he’d have earned 
it, in spades. 

Rick showered and dressed and 
then ate a big breakfast. From 
there he went to the gym for his 
workout. After his workout he 
spent time back in his hotel room 
relaxing. Then came dinner and 
the trip to the arena for his big 
match for the belt. In his dressing 
room Rick seemed relaxed and 
eager to talk. Naturally the topic of 
Nick Bockwinkel came up. “Bock- 
winkel leads a charmed life. So 
many times he’s come close to los- 
ing that belt to me. So many times 
he’s come close to losing the belt to 
others. That manager of his, Hee- 
nan, is the main reason Nick still 
remains champion. I’ve seen situa- 
tions where Heenan pulls out a 
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Martel’s arm in raised in victory once more. 
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contract claiming this or that and 
the belt stays with Nick. It is un- 
canny how Heenan gets away with 
that fine print in contracts. There 
are times when Heenan even inter- 
feres in the matches. I don’t see 
how the AWA commission lets 
him get away with this nonsense. | 
don’t get frustrated very easy but 
there are times I want to smash my 
fists against a wall.” 

Rick continued on the subject of 
Bockwinkel, “Nick is an excellent 
wrestler. He knows all the moves 
and all the tricks. Just when you 
seem to have him figured out he 
performs some deft maneuver and 
escapes. He can beat you with just 
one mistake on your part. You can 
call him great and perhaps he is but 
I know he can be beaten and I can 
beat him. Just get Heenan away 
from that ring for one night and the 
belt will be mine”, 

Rick comes from a wrestling 
family. His brothers Pierre and 
Maurice Martel entered profes- 


Martel sends AWA Champ, Nick Bockwinkel to the canvas with a Hip Roll. 


sional wrestling before he did. Pie- 
rre still wrestles in the Caribbean 
but Maurice died ina ring mishapa 
few short years ago. Rick has 
teamed with Pierre on occasion 
when he toured the Caribbean and 
before that in his native Canada. 
Rick was bornand raised in Quebec 
about twenty eight years ago. 

Rick always enjoyed sports such 
as hockey, swimming, horseback 
riding and especially wrestling. In 
college Rick joined the wrestling 
team and did quite well. At age 
eighteen he turned to professional 
wrestling in Nova Scotia. In his ten 
vears grappling Rick has toured 
Australia, Japan, Canada, New 
Zealand, Hong Kong, Singapore, 
South Africa, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, 
Germany, the Caribbean, Florida, 
Georgia, the Northeast, Southern 
California, Northern California, 
the AWA territory and he returned 
to Canada recently. 

Rick prefers to wrestle by the 
rules but will get rough if pushed. 


34. WRESTLING’S MAIN EVENT 


His brothers were noted for their 
roughhouse style but Rick had his 
own ideas about wrestling. “I don’t 
like getting boos. I love to hear the 
cheers of the fans. It makes me feel 
good inside knowing the fans are 
pulling for you. There are many 
wrestlers who take shortcuts to get- 
ting their victories but I’m proud at 
what I’ve accomplished and how 
I've accomplished it. When my 
hand is raised in victory 1 know my 
victory was deserved.” 

In his wide travels around the 
globe Rick has gained many titles 
including the Australian Com- 
monwealth Championship, The 
Canadian Championship, Hawaii- 
an Championship, Pacific North- 
west Championship, Australian 
Tag Team Championship, Georgia 
Tag Team Championship with 
Tommy Rich. He also won the 
WWE Tag Team Championship 
with Tony Garea twice. 

Rick received national promi- 
nence when he toured the WWF 


Martel tries for the Pin as the ref pounds the canvas. 


territory during 1981-82. It was 
during that time Rick teamed with 
Tony Garea and formed what many 
consider the most popular tag team 
ever to grace that area. Rick and 
Tony first own the WWF Tag 
Team Championship from The 
Moondogs. They later lost the belts 
to them but with fierce determina- 
tion they regained the belts from 
them again. The bubble finally 
burst when they lost the belts to 
Mr. Fujiand Mr. Saito ina highly 
controversial match. 

Rick remembers that match very 
well, “We never should have lost to 
them. The WWF never should have 
allowed the belts to change hands. 
Mr. Fuji tossed salt into my eyes 
and I was blinded and easy prey for 
a pinned. Tony and | brought our 
protest to the WWE but they ruled 
against us. It was heart wrenching 
because the tape clearly shows Fuji 
blinding me with salt. What more 
proof would anyone need? It makes 
me sick that things like that are 
allowed.” 

Another thing that irks Rick is 
managers interfering in matches. 
Of course there is Bobby Heenanin 
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the AWA. Then there are The 
Grand Wizard, Fred Blassie and 
Captain Lou Albano inthe WWF. 
Rick has his thoughts on the sub- 
ject. “Managers are necessary of 
course but they should be hand- 
cuffed. I don’t mean literally but 
with strict rules. No manager 
should be allowed at ringside 
whether for TV matches or regular 
arena matches. So many times 
managers interfere either physically 
or verbally. Albano has been 
viewed handing salt to Fuji and 
Saito; foreign weapons to the 
M oondogs and Samoans. He’s also 
been seen hitting wrestlers outside 
the ring. Fred Blassie uses that 
cane to hit opponents. He’s been 
caught punching and kicking them. 
The Wizard normally doesn’t in- 
terfere physically but he too has 
been seen handing his wrestlers 
foreign weapons. Heenan does it 
all. | put him on par with Albano 
and Blassie. What they all do is 
disgraceful,” 

Most recently Rick has been 
doing double duty between the 
AW Arings and the Canadian rings. 
In Canada Rick has been teaming 


Martel’s Wrist Lock has Bockwinkel grimacing in pain. 
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with Dino Bravo on occasion. 
Bravo also holds the Canadian 


| International Championship which 


Rick would love to win. Rick feels 
a match with Bravo would make a 
great scientic contest. “Dino Bravo 
is one great wrestler. He’s strong 
and knows itall. ’ve beentrying to 
get a match signed with Dino and 
he seems all for the idea. | hope it 
gets signed. And of course there is 
Nick Bockwinkel right before me.” 

Rick has also tried to win the 
NWA World Heavyweight Cham- 
pionship. During 1977-78 Rick 
wrestled Harley Race several times. 
Says Rick, “Race is one tough 
wrestler. Once | held himtoadraw 
in Australia. The next time I came 
very close to winning but injured 
my knee and he pinned me. Up 
until that time I had Race going. | 
wasn't the seasoned veteran that 
you see today. I know if given a 
chance against Race now I'll beat 
him. That is for the future. Right 
now I’m aiming for Bravo and 
Bockwinkel.” 

Rick would also try his luck at 
Bob Backlund the WWF Cham- 
pion. Rick comments, “I never had 
my chance at Bob. For some rea- 
son the WWF only allows rule- 
breakers to wrestle Backlund which 
to my mind is wrong. The NWA 
and AWA champions wrestle 
scientific and rulebreakers alike. 
The WWF has different views. 
Don't ask me why. I feel a cham- 
pion should meet any top rated 
wrestler. | know as champion | 
would insist on wrestling any top 
rated wrestler.” 

The handsome Rick Martel is 
aiming for the top spot in wres- 
tling. The fans love him, especially 
the female fans. Should Rick be- 
come champion he would surely be 
a very popular one. Rick is young 
with many years ahead of him. 
Plenty of time to gain that top spot. 
It could happen very soon. Rick 
was ready for Bockwinkle and the 
fans were cheering loudly for him 
as he headed for the ring and per- 
haps destiny. oO 
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n every section of the country 

there are men working behind 

the scenes whose sole purpose 

is to obtain “main event” 
matches for their proteges. Some 
lumineries in this illustrious frater- 
nity include Captain Lou Albano, 
Precious Paul Ellering, J.J. Dillon, 
Gary Hart, Fred Blassie, Buddy 
Rogers, Sir Oliver Humperdink, 
Jimmy Hart, Scandor Akbar, and 
Bobby Heenan. Besides these well 
known U.S. managers there are 
other lesser known managers toil- 
ing beyond our shores who have 
been just as successful around the 
world. The most successful of these 
unknown managers is Hugo Savin- 
ovitch, Savinovitch, in fact, has 
accomplished more in his seven 
year managerial career than many 
of the stateside biggies. 

In his managerial career Hugo 
Savinovitch has been the most 
despised and controversial man 
ever to appear in the Caribbean. 
During this time Savinovitch has 
guided the careers of many of the 
biggest stars in wrestling. Savino- 
vitch has managed Abdullah the 
butcher to two WWC World’s 
Championship, the North Ameri- 
can championship, and the Brass 
Knuckles Crown. He has also 
managed the Funk Brothers to the 
WWC World’s Tag Team Cham- 
pionship as well as such interna- 


HUGO SAVINOVITCH 
King Of The Caribbean 


By George Napolitano 


Hugo is surrounded by his latest proteges. 


tional superstars as Gorilla Mon- 
soon, the Fabulous Kangaroos. 
Prof. Tanaka, and Mr. Fuji, the 
Sheepherders, King Tonga, the 
Super Medics, Kendo Nagasaki, 
the Wild Tamba, the Sheik, Ox 
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Baker and many, many more. 
Savinovitch has also served as the 
Carribbean advisor for both Har- 
ley Race and Ric Flair. When two 
stars of this magnitude put their 
trust in someone you know he must 


photos by George Napolitano 


be doing something right. “In my 
career I’ve been fortunate to meet 
and manage practically all of the 
superstars in professional wres- 
- tling.” Savinovitch claimed as we 
relaxed in his condo overlooking 
Loquillo Beach in Puerto Rico. 
“As you know, the Caribbean is my 
palace. I’ve got it all here; the stars, 
the glory, the money. It’s like my 
own dream world. I have every- 
thing I could ever hope for.” 
Looking at Savinovitch it’s hard 
to believe that he has been the guid- 


ing force behind so many super-_ 


stars but it’s true. Savinovitch has 
an uncanny knack for bringing out 
the best in his men. Although he 
has never been as successful in the 
ring as the men he manages, Savin- 
ovitch has a masterful knowledge 
of the sport. At the age of fourteen 
he wrestled professionally and 
within three years captured the 
World’s Junior Heavyweight title 
in the Dominican Republic. but 
that’s as far as he went, because 
immediately after losing the Junior 
title, Savinovitch found his way to 
Puerto Rico and befriended a 
Spanish speaking Japanese star, 
Kendo Kemuro. After this chance 
meeting Savinovitch decided to 
forego his own mat career and con - 
centrate instead on managing. It’s 
a decision he has never once regret - 
ted. “Kendo Kemura was the first 
guy I ever managed,” Hugo re- 
called. “It just so happened that we 
were in the same place at the same 
time and I became his spokesman. 
He was only 218 pounds but with 
his Oriental knowledge and fluency 
in Spanish and English we devised 
a plan to knock off some of the big 
guys in the area and it worked. We 
stayed together for a year and a 
half and in this time we captured 
the Puerto Rican title, the North 
American title, the Caribbean title, 
the North American Tag Team 
title and the Caribbean Tag Team 
title. From then on I Knew that | 
had found the perfect profession.” 

After his success with Kamua 
every big star who ventured to the 


Tamba and Savinovitch mug for the cameras. 


24 
Savinovitch with his North American Tag Team champs, The Super Medics. 
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Caribbean sought advice from 
Savinovitch and in time he built a 
dynasty through the West Indies. 
“ve been lucky and also very for- 
tunate to have the opportunity to 
manage so many top stars,” Hugo 
admitted. “At first I didn’t really 
know what 1 was doing but I got by 
on my knowledge of the people and 
the area. Eventually working hand 
in hand with standouts such as 
Don Kent, Al Costello and Abdul- 
lah, I learned all the tricks of the 
trade. Now| feel I’m right up there 
among the top managers in the 
world. 

Hugo Savinovitch is as despised 
in the Caribbean as Lou Albano is 
in New York. “The people hate me, 
Hugo shrugged. “But that’s because 
they are jealous of my success. Not 
too many foreigners have stayed in 
Puerto Rico for as long as I have. | 
stay at the best hotels, win big, at 
the casinos, wear fancy clothes, 
drive a Cadillac limosine and they 
hate me for it. | can do these things 
because I’ve been so successful. 
They'd just love to get rid of me but 
they'll never doit. This island is my 
paradise and no one will ever drive 
me away from my kingdom” 

Watching Savinovitch, the only 
other manager he can be compared 
to is the “Captain”, Lou Albano. 
“Lou Albano is a man I truly 
admire,” Hugo says. “He’s a ter- 
rific person and | am fortunate to 
say that I managed him once. | 
brought Lou, the greatest manager 
in professional wrestling, as my 
secret weapon to battle Carlos 
Colon and he did quite a number 
on him. Albano’s a very dangerous 


man. He will do everything possi- | 


ble to hurt someone and he’s a man 
after my own heart.” 
Of all the men he has managed, 


Savinovitch has a special fondness | 


for Abdullah the Butcher. Under 
Savinovitch’s guidance Abdullah 
has been very successful. “Abdul- 
lah has full faith and trust in me. 
He knows that I will always protect 
his money and his personal inter- 
ests. I’m about the only guy he 


really trusts in this profession.” 

At the present time Hugo Savino- 
vitch is managing the Super Med- 
ics, Tamba, Ox Baker, Kendo 
Nagasaki and Abdullah the 
Butcher! That’s quite an impres- 
sive stable and to help him handle 
all of these men Hugo has signed a 
pact with: Barrabas. Barrabas, at 
one time was the top manager in 
Puerto Rico until Savinovitch came 
on the scene. Now Savinovitch has 
delegated some of his power to 
Barrabas and arrangement has 
worked out very well. “Barrabas 
knows I’m the General. We get 
along very well and we’ve had no 
trouble at all with this arrange- 
ment. Infact, it’s been beneficial to 
both of us. Everyone has been 
making money, a lot of money and 
we are both very happy.” 
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Will Hugo Savinovitch ever leave 
his Caribbean kingdom and bring 
his act to the states? With a gleam 
in his eye Hugo replied, “There are 
a lot of great managers in the pro- 
fession but lam the manager of the 
eighties. Someday, I’m going to 
take over the world. It’s inevitable. 
| don’t want to take anyone else’s 
job but when I hit, I’m going to hit 
with main events! | intend to prove 
to the American people that I am 
the greatest manager in wrestling 
history.” 

Hugo Savinovitch has already 
conquered the Caribbean shores 
and the mainland is next in his 
scheme of things. considering the 
number of stars that he has guided 
to the top throughout the Carib- 
bean one day Hugo Savinovitch is 
bound to do the same intheStateo 


Hugo Savinovitch comes to the aid of his main man Abdullah The Butcher. 


MATCH OF THE MONTH 


DUSTY RHODES 
\" } 


COWBOY RON BASS 


A bloody Ron Bass begs for mercy. 


owboy Ron Bass and 
“The American Dream”, 
Dusty Rhodes have 
waged war all over the 
Sunshine State to determine the 
true “King Of The Cowboys”. In 
some of their battles Bass has 
emerged triumphant while in others 
“The Dream” has come out on top. 
In their battle in the Miami Beach 
Convention Center Dusty Rhodes 
proved to everyone that he is the 
true “King Of The Cowboys”. Ina 
Bloody Bull rope Match Bass 
used every dirty trick in the Book, 
Rhodes emerged victorious. Action 
highlights of this brutaland bloody 
battle have been captured on the 
pages of WRESTLING’S MAIN 
EVENT. 


cS al 


WRESTLING’S MAIN EVENT 41 


Dusty comes down hard again on Bass. 
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the cowbell is a potent weapon in the hands of Cowboy Ron Bass. 
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“The American Dream” moves in for the kill. 


Dusty Rhodes has Ron Bass by the hair and 
is ready to ram him with the cowbell. 


Bass grabs “The Dream” by the hair and gets ready to pound away. 
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Rhodes has Bass staggered as he continues to pound away. 
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Bass attempts to tie up a bloody and prone Dusty Rhodes. 


Dusty Rhodes is down on the mat as Bass stands over him. 
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The WCW Brings Home World 


Champions in Action 


By Phyllis Puckett 


any fans feel that the 
NWA is the most ex- 
citing and competitive 
wrestling area in the 
world. To the promoters who bring 
to this great section of the country 
its never ending procession of 
wrestling’s finest competitors; we 
offer a “hats off” salute. 

Many of today’s top draws in the 
sport, found their beginnings in the 
NWA, And many others gravitate 
to and through the area for the 
national exposure they receive as 
well as the opportunity to compete 
against some of the best in the 
business. 

One of the major NWA promo- 
Sawyer stomps an already bloody Rich. ters is Atlanta based World Cham- 
pionship Wrestling. WCW sends 
its weekly TV broadcasts into mil- 
lions of homes nationwide via the 
Turner Cable Network and many 
local stations. A normal WCW 
tour covers as many as five or six 
states in a single week where 
matches are seen by anywhere from 
2 to 4 thousand fans in such cities 
as Cincinnati, Cleveland, Dayton 
and Columbus Ohio; Grand Rap- 
ids and Saginaw, Michigan; Hun- 
tingdon, Wheelingand Clarksburg 
West Virginia and recently Altoo- 
na, Penn. as well as several cities in 
their home state of Georgia and 
neighboring Tennessee and Flor- 
ida. And that list still leaves some 
towns unmentioned. But you can 
be sure that whenever and wher- 
ever sO many top name wrestlers 
(as the area represents) come into 
contention for the same rewards, 
things are bound to be fast and 
furious. And this has certainly been 


J | 
Zbyszko puts an extra twist on II's arm. 
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photos by Phyllis Puckett 


Shavers instructs Zbyszko/Brooks and Rich/Orndorff. 


Things begin to break with all four men in the squared circle. 


a year of constant battles and ven- 
dettas within the ranks of the 
NWA. 

The most vicious and longest 
lasting of feuds has been between 
Tommy Richand “Mad Dog” Buzz 
Sawyer. If you haven’t seen some 
of their bloody battles you are sure 
to have heard about them. Fans in 
almost every tour city have been 
witnéss to their brutal cage match- 
es. “Wild” Bill Irwin and his vicious 
whip have recently entered the pic- 
ture in support of Sawyer, while 
the unpredictable and incompara- 
ble Roddy Piper has pledged his 
support for Rich. The action is sure 
to heat up within this fiery four- 
some. 

A recent National Heavyweight 
Champion, the “New Living Le- 
gend”, Larry Zbyszko ferments 
trouble wherever he appears. After 
finally winning the belt ina manner 
approved by the NWA; Wrestling 
Il had taken possession of it 
(“Stolen” to quote Larry). Il re- 
turned the belt but still claims 
Zbyszko cheated him for the title. 
Their confrontations have been 
heated but no matter how often the 
two have met nothing seems to 
have changed. Then to complicate 
an already frustrating situation for 
Zbyszko, Bruno Sammartino Jr. 
arrived on the scene. After the 
intense battles these two had onthe 
East Coast, Zbyszko decided 
against dividing his attention. He 
would concentrate on Bruno. AIl- 
though the hatred between Sam- 
martino and Zbyszko is still very 
much in evidence, the feud has yet 
to reach the proportions of the 
past. But who knows at any mo- 
ment their hatred for one another 
may flare up to an unbelievable 
level of violence. 

WCW’s National Tag Team 
Champions are the awesome Road 
Warriors. Animal and Hawk have 
to this date, put down all chal- 
lenges. The power and strength of 
these two is being denied by no 
one. But there is a father and son 
team now on the scene who feel 
they can defeat the Warriors, Bob 


and Brad Armstrong. “We are 
Southern thoroughbreds”, says 
Bob. “And the Warriors should 
know that jackasses don’t run with 
thoroughbreds. I’ve raised Brad on 
the same theory I was brought up 
on: ‘You may be bad but you can 
be had.’ And Warriors we’re 
ready”. The Armstrongs feel con- 
fident they can capture the War- 
riors’ title. The Warriors feel that 
no one can take their title. 

Ric Flair, although no longer the 
holder of the World Heavyweight 
title, is still a force to be reckoned 
with. His appearances on WCW 
contracts insures a classic battle. 
To such contenders as Tommy 
Rich, Butch Reed and numerous 
other young hopefuls, Flair will 
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always be a giant obstacle to over- 
come before a title shot. 

We have also seen friends and 
partners become enemies, witness 
Stan Hansen and Ole Anderson. In 
a tag team tournament this year, 
Stan Hansen failed to show for the 
competition. Harsh words were ex- 
changed and then the battle began 
in earnest. The two were involved 
in strap matches and street fights, 
always ready for anything that gave 
them the opportunity to beat each 
other senseless. Matters seem to 
have settled considerably with Ole’s 
transition to fan favorite. Butcana 
man continue in a role he has 
found no comfort in and demon- 
strated the exact opposite of for so 
many years? 


Shavers and Whatley help Rich to his feet. 
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Anderson and Hansen batter away in one of their street fights. 
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Boxing great, Earnie Shavers 
was enlisted to officiate in the 
National Heavyweight title con- 
troversy between Orndorff/ Rich 
and Zbyszko/ Brooks. As Mr. 
Shavers found though, it is hard to 
remain neutral in professional 
wrestling. He also became em- 
broiled in the feud making a ring 
appearance as the boxing faction 
with wrestler Tommy Rich against 
Zbyszko in gloves and Killer 
Brooks in wrestling. The match 
turned to mayhem when Shavers 
wound up tied to the ropes and 
Sawyer decided it was just too 
good an opportunity to let pass. 
His interference of course ended 


Shavers makes his point to Brooks. 


the match in a disqualification but 
he had gained a few more licks at 
Rich. 

There are many names which are 
quickly rising on the horizons of 
NWA wrestling—‘Pistol” Pez 
Whatley, (who is currently bent on 
Greg Valentine’s U.S. Heavyweight 
title) Brett Wayne, “Chief Joe 
Lightfoot, Rich Rood. There’s also 
a young man who proclaims him- 
self as the true Mr. Wrestling and 
talented Arn Anderson. While 
watching the progress of these men 
in their struggle to the top, WCW 
fans have seen a constant stream of 
wrestling’s finest. Our space is too 
limited to name them all but ina 


effort to show the caliber of talent 


presented by World Championship 
Wrestling we would like to men- 
tion a few more worthy names. The 
Iron Sheik, Samoans, “Captain 
Redneck” Dick Murdock, Dusty 
Rhodes, Superstar, Super Des- 
troyer, Paul Orndorff, Ivan Koloff, 
Tito Santana, Bob Roop, Tony 
Atlas, Bruiser Brody and last but 
not least, WCW’s TV Champion, 
Ron Garvin. 

World Championship Wrestling 
wishes to extend their appreciation 
for the support of its fans and to 
say they look forward to continu- 
ing in their presentation of wres- 
tling’s finest. oO 
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photes by Brian Hildebrand 


Wrestler Of The Month 


BRETT WAYNE: 


man. 
Those words were 
spoken minutes before Brett Wayne 


¢ ¢ t's not the size of the 
man, its the fight in the 


| was to face one of the toughest 


opponents he has had to face in his 
wrestling career, Larry Zbyszko, 
the National Heavyweight Cham- 
pion. Little did we know as we 
talked that the fight inside this 
young wrestler would make him 
the new National Heavyweight 
Champion. 

I had watched Brett Wayne when 
he first came to Atlanta and World 
Championship Wrestling. I won- 
dered how a man of his size, 5°8”, 
218 lbs. would do against the giants 
of the mat wars. He was matched 
against the best. Though he didn't 
always end up on the right side of 
the three count. Brett never gave 
up. He didn’t seem like much of a 
threat to the men who towered 
over him and outweighed him by 


| 20 or 30 Ibs., but each opponent 


took notice. It’s not his size but his 
ability that you have to overcome 
and that can be a mountain when 
you're in the ring with him. 

As his career progressed, his fan 
club grew. Inevery arena the young 
man enters, everyone cheers him 
on to victory. The young, hand- 
some wrestler is loved by all. He 1s 
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A Giant Of A Champion 


By Jean Manning 


Wayne levels the Warrior with a Flying Drop Kick. 


just as popular with men and chil- 
dren as he is with the ladies. More 
important he had also won over the 
admiration of his fellow wrestlers. 
Praising his wrestling ability and 
skills were the likes of such greats 
as Tommy Rich, Mr. Wrestling II 
and Ole Anderson. Before their 
eyes Brett was maturing into a 
master grappler with every match. 
Curiously a fan of another kind 
watched every match Brett has 
been in. That fan is Buzz Sawyer. 
He never spoke of the young Wayne 
nor interferred in his matches, He 
would just watch and if the going 
got tough, he would give Brett a 
hand and then leave ringside as 
quickly as heappeared. The strange 
action taken by Buzz is unexplain- 


able and has left observers wonder- 
ing what the connection is with the 
“Mad Dog” and young Wayne. 
The praises he receives today 
have been long inthe making. Brett 
got started in his wrestling career 4 
years ago in St. Petersburg, Flor- 
ida. He learned to wrestle in college 
and was introduced to the mat | 
wars by Jack and Jerry Brisco. | 
With their influence and the help of 
his brother he was able to get where 
he is today. Since his introduction 
to wrestling he has won the North- 
west Tag Team Title, Northwest 
Heavyweight Champion and Flor- 
ida Tag Team title. His career has 
taken him to New York, the Caro- 
linas, Tennessee, Florida, Japan 
and now Atlanta. His opponents | 
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| didn’t 


have never been easy. He has had 


| to face Wild Bill Irwin, Playboy 


Buddy Rose, and the Road War- 
riors. When Ric Flair was cham- 
pion. Wayne pinned him in a best- 
two-out-of-three-fall match. 

All his training and past victo- 
ries didn’t mean a thing when he 
entered the ring that Sunday night 
in September in Atlanta. The Omni 
was hot withexcitement. The crowd 
couldn't believe Brett Wayne was 
going against the National Heavy- 
weight Champion, Larry Zbyszko. 
Wayne was “a piece of cake” com- 
pared to the oppoments that 
Zbyszko has faced since he became 


| champion. This would be quick 


and painless. As the men stood face 
to face in the ring receiving their 
instructions from the referee, the 
crowd began to buzz. Zbyszko be- 
came unnerved when Mr. Wres- 
tling I] pulled up a chair and sat 
down at ringside. His protest were 
ignored by the referee as the wres- 
tling officials ruled that anyone 
could sit ringside as long as they 
interfere with the match. 
Maybe Mr. Wrestling II’s appear- 
ance gave Brett Wayne an advan- 
tage by throwing the champion off 
psychologically. His concentration 
was not focused on Wayne, this 
so-called “easy” opponent. Every 
move Zbyszko made was matched 
with a counter move by Wayne. As 
the match progressed it was easy to 
see Wayne was no “piece of cake”. 

The champion was in the fight of 
his life with his crown in jeopardy. 
The crowd responded with wild 
enthusiasm and the charged fans’ 
excitement ignited when they sawa 


| familiar figure making his way to 
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the ring. What was Buzz “Mad 
Dog” Sawyer doing at ringside? 
His match was much later and 
what was his interest inthis match? 
He didn’t want the National Heavy- 
weight Belt, a relic he no longer 
cared to acquire. No one could 
understand the reason behind the 


“Mad Dog’s” appearance, least of 


all Wayne. He was fighting for the 


championship and was holding his 
own against the champion, show- 
ing skills and ability that | am sure 
surprised many a fan. Brett never 
seemed to tire and the champion 
was growing weary and when 
Zbsyszko grows tired you can be 
sure of one thing, he gets dirty. The 
scientific methods that the men 
used so well in the first half of the 
match began to disappear. Now it 
was time to grapple and get tough. 
Brett fooled him again because the 
tougher Larry got, the tougher 
Brett got! Then Brett’s toughness 
began to fade. He was beginning to 
submit to the blows landed by the 
champion. He fought the good 
fight but it appeared he was weak- 
ening under the champ’s pummicl- 


So close yet so far, as Wayne tries to tag Brian Blair. 


ing. But when he was knocked 
down, a voice from ringside began 
to coax him on, telling him to fight. 
Where was this voice coming from? 
Was it Mr. Wrestling Il? When 
Brett looked up he was surprised as 
everyone else when he saw Buzz 
Sawyer urging him on. Once again 
Buzz was helping him and once 
again he was there when he needed 
him. Brett gained renewed strength 
with the encouraging words he was 
receiving ringside. He went after 
Zbyszko with all his might, and 
threw the champion to the matand 
got the three count. Brett had done 
it. He had pinned the champion! 
The crowd went crazy and you can 
just imagine my surprise when | 
realized | had just interviewed the 


Wayne has Killer Brooks in a Side Headlock. 


new National Heavyweight Cham- what Brett had told me earlier a chance.” winked Brett. 

pion. when | asked himif he felt inferior, Brett Wayne is definitely a David 
Asthe evening wore on,theoth- because of his size, to the men he among the Giants of the World 

er matches seemed anti-climatic. went against in the ring. “Jean, Wrestling. But if he is David, does 

| kept thinking about Brett Wayne remember the story about David that make Buzz Sawyer his Guard- 

and his new title. | remembered and Goliath. The giantdidn’tstand ian Angel? oO 


Brett Wayne is about to clobber a Road Warrior. 
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Mil’s HighFlying Younger Brother 
DOS CARAS 


atching Dos Caras 
gracefully sailing 
across the ring you 
immediately notice 
that the colorful masked man has 
the look, style and sheer magnet- 
ism of another sensational masked 
star, Mil Mascaras. The resemb- 
lance is understandable since Mil 
Mascaras and Dos Caras are 
brothers yet Dos Caras has never 
tried to capitalize on his brother's 
fame. Whatever Dos Caras has 
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By George Napolitano 


accomplished he has accomplished 
on his own. Watching the colorful 
Dos Caras take flight you're in- 
stantly reminded of Mil Mascaras 
in his prime! Today Mil Mascaras 
is still the sensational masked 
grappler but Dos Caras is every bit 
as good as his renown brother. 
Why then has Dos Caras remained 
in relative obscurity on a national 
level? The reason is that Dos Caras 
has restricted his career to Mexico, 
Centraland South America, Japan, 


Inoue is caught in Dos Caras’ painful Armlock. 
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INTO THE SPOTLIGHT 


and occasionally the Caribbean. In 
the States, Dos Caras has wrestled 
infrequently in Los Angeles and 
Texas. “I just don’t have the time to 
wrestle in the United States,” Dos 
Caras admitted as we relaxed by 
the pool in the Condado Holiday 
Inn in San Juan, P.R. “I would 
love to go to Atlanta, Florida, or 
New York to wrestle but I am just 
too busy in Mexico, wrestling in 
Acapulco, Mexico City, Texacali, 
Loredo and in other Latin coun- 
tries to go to the States. But when 
the opportunity is right I will wres- 
tle in the States.” 

Dos Caras began his professional 
wrestling career in 1970. For, the 
first four years of his career Caras 
wrestled exclusively in Mexico, 
learning the sport under the watch- 
ful eyes of his brothers Mil Masca- 
ras and El Scicodelico. Mascaras 
and Scicodelico worked with their 
younger brother constantly and it 
didn’t take long before Dos Caras 
began to get rave reviews in Mex- 
ico and Central America. In 1974 
Dos Caras traveled to Texas where 
he learned to incorporate the 
American style of wrestling with 
his high flying Mexican antics. 
After a few minor adjustments in 
style, Dos Caras took the Lone 
Star state by storm. Teaming with 
Jose Lothario, the Mexican duo 
quickly captured the Texas tag 
team title and held this honor for 
several months. 


photos by George Napolitano and Koichi Yashizawa 


Dos Caras sails across the ring. 


Once his stint in Texas was com- 
pleted, Dos Caras returned to 
Mexico and there he has virtually 
remained. “IJ have my family in 
Mexico and I am very busy wres- 
tling every night of the week. It’s 
hard for me to wrestle outside of 
Mexico now because there are just 
SO many wrestling fans in my coun- 
try butas I said before I would love 
someday to tour the states.” 

If Dos Caras’ U.S. tour does ever 
materialize the masked man would 
become an “overnight sensation” 
but for now you'll just have to rely 
on word of mouthas to Dos Caras’ 
sensational ability. “I have seen 
many, many top Mexican stars in 
my day,” says Houston promoter 
Paul Boesch. “But I would have to 
rate Dos Caras as one of the all 


Dos Caras stands in center ring. 


time greatest. He can do it all as 
they say. When he steps through 
those ropes his opponents just 


Dos Caras ends the match with a Reverse Surf Board. 


Dos Caras has Inoue Trapped in a Leglock. 
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never know what to expect. He has 
everything going for him; speed, 
knowledge, desire and determina- 
tion. With these gifts Dos Caras 
will be a big star for many years to 
come.” 

In his career Dos Caras has been 
Champion of Mexico, the Central 
American Heavyweight champion, 
the South American champion, as 
well as co-holder of the Texas tag 
team title and the North American 
tag team title. In the ring Dos 
Caras relies on a wide assortment 
of aerial maneuvers and his well 
rounded scientific knowledge to 
subdue his opponents. Although 
Dos Caras’ moves are very similar 
to that of Mil Mascaras, he prefers 
not to be compared to his illus- 
trious brother. However, it is very 
difficult trying not to compare these 
two fine athletes. “I’ve always tried 
to make it on my own,” Dos Caras 
admitted. “My brother has helped 
me very much in my career and we 
still work out together and wrestle 
together in tag team matches, but 
he is Mil Mascaras and | am Dos 
Caras. He has accomplished things 
that I never will and | am very 
proud and happy for him. I’ve 
always wanted to make it on my 
own merits and not on the fact that 
1 am Mil Mascaras’ brother. | 
think I have done this.” 

The truth of the matter is that 
Dos Caras has made it on his own. 
He has wrestled successfully against 
many of the top stars in the sport 
and for his unique talents, he is 
revered in Mexico as a national 
hero. Unfortunately Dos Caras will 
never be heralded on a national 
level unless he embarks on a world 
wide tour. He seems to be hinting 
that soon he’ll break “into the spot- 
light” ona national level in the very 
near future. Be on the lookout for 
this colorful athlete because there 
are only a handful of wrestlers who 
possess the style, grace, wrestling 
knowledge and sheer excitement 
that the sensational Dos Caras car- 
ries with him into the ring each 
time he steps through the ropes. ao 
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QUT OF THE RING 


The Legendary 
LOU THESZ 


ix time NWA World’s 
Heavyweight champion, 
Lou Thesz has now been 
involved in professional 
wrestling for fifty years. For eight- 
een of these years Lou Thesz was 
champion of the World and al- 
though Harley Race is now one up 
on the legendary Thesz having re- 
gained the title for a seventh time. 
Lou Thesz still has held the title for 
more years than the talented Race. 

Lou Thesz first rose to national 
prominence on Dec. 20, 1937 when 
he defeated Everett Marshall in St. 
Louis, Missouri to win the NWA 
title for the first time. “That was 
the most exciting thing that ever 
happened to me,” Lou Thesz re- 
calls. | had wonderful coaching. Ed 
“Strangler” Louis, Ray Steele and 
three time Olympic winner George 
Tragos all worked with me. With 
this kind of training anyone could 
have been successful.” Lou Thesz’s 
reign as champion lasted only two 
months but the talented Thesz re- 
bounded and regained the title once 
again in St. Louis from Everett 
Marshall on Feb. 23, 1939. This 
time Thesz doubled his previous 
reign and held the championship 
for four months. 


By George Napolitano 


Eight years later on April 25, 
1947 Lou Thesz returned to the top 
position with a victory over 
“Whipper” Billy Watson and held 
the title until Nov. 21, 1947 when 
he was defeated by Bill Longson. 
On July 20, 1948 Thesz upended 
Longson in Indianapolis, Indiana 
to regain the title for the fourth 
time. Thesz held the title for the 
next eight years during the infancy 
of television and became the most 
watched man on television. On 
March 15, 1956 Thesz’s reign came 
to an end when he was defeated by 
Billy Watson ina bout in Toronto. 
Thesz, however, quickly rebounded 
and regained the title on Nov. 9 of 
the same year and held the crown 
until Nov. 4, 1957. Six yers later in 
Toronto, Canada on Jan. 24, 1963 
Lou Thesz regained the NWA 
Crown for the sixth time defeating 
Nature boy Buddy Rogers. Lou 
Thesz then reigned for three more 
years to total an unbelievable 
eighteen years as champion. 

Today fifty years after his first 
professional match Lou Thesz is 
still actively involved in the sport. 
In fact, in May 1983 in Oklahoma 
Lou Thesz donned his tights once 
again and came out victorious! 


While relaxing at his home in Vir- 
ginia Beach, Virginia Lou Thesz 
spoke about his favorite subject. 


“T’ve wrestled through three differ- 


ent eras.” Thesz proudly says. “The 
show biz era was a post World War 
I] thing that started with Gorgeous 
George. When he entered the ring 
that changed the whole complex- 
ion of the sport. It helped all of us 
because Gorgeous George came 
around during the infancy of tele- 
vision. He became an instant celeb- 
rity and so did |. I was champion 
from 1947 to 1975 and was on Tele- 
vision every week. Once, even | was 
ona movie set with Bob Hope when 
he was filming ‘Fancy Pants’ with 
Lucille Ball, and he had seen Gor- 
geous George at the Hollywood 
Legion Stadium. Hope thought he 
was just a terrific athlete and took 
him to the Paramount lot putting 
him on a couple of T.V. shows. 
H ope one time even staged a benefit 
bout between Gorgeous George 
and Burt Lancaster. Hope served 
as Gorgeous George’s valet and | 
was the referee. Those were real 
good times!” 

Lou Thesz has seen numerous 
changes during his fifty year in- 
volvement with the sport. When he 
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was asked to rate today’s current 
crop of wrestlers Thesz replied. 
“We have very good athletes today. 
A lot of the guys say the wrestlers 
used to be better years ago but | 
don't feel that way. The wrestler of 
today are just as good as we were 
and many even know more than we 
did. Some of the moves that we 
thought were sophisicated at one 
time are now very common. Ona 
whole | think that today’s current 
crop of athletes are exceptional. 
They learned the sport in grade 
school, high school and college and 
come into the sport with extensive 
wrestling knowledge and _ back- 
ground.” 


Lou Thesz still pumps iron to stay in shape. 


In his illustrious career Lou 
Thesz has faced every top profes- 
sional in the sport. Some were 
exceptional wrestlers, others fan- 
tastic performers but each one had 
his own unique style. “Buddy Rog- 
ers was the best performers that we 
ever had. He was very good. From 
what I’ve seen I would say that 
Jimmy Snukais the best performer 
in the business today. If someone 
would only take the time to teach 
him to wrestle he would be great. 
We were together in Japan one 
time and we got along very well. | 
feel that some of my earlier oppo- 
nents like Everett Marshall, Dick 
Hutton, Whipper Watson were ex- 
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Lou holds a picture of himself when he was NWA champ. 


ceptional wrestlers. They knew 
everything about the sport. I can 
say the same thing about Bob 
Backlund. He’s a damn good wres- 
tler,a real nice guy but he’s just too 
dullinthe ring. Wrestling wise he is 
good but he needs to get some 
more excitement into his bouts.” 
Today Lou Thesz frequently 
travels to St. Louis, San Antonio, 
or Mexico to referee bouts and 
help out inany way he can. “I goto 
St. Louis about every other month 
to work and help out in the office 
for the Greater St. Louis wrestling 
Club. I also work very closely with 
Southwest Champiship Wrestling. 
Besides | frequently travel to Mex- 
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Lou with his wife Charlie in their Virginia Beach home. 


ico and there I have many Amigos. 
I love Mexico! The Wrestling is top 
notch and the people are so warm 
and friendly. I feel the same way 
about Japan. One time | wrestled 
in front of 35,000 fans ina ball park 
in Tokyo. I’ve been there many 
times and I’m looking forward to 
returning there in the very near 
future.” 

When the six time World cham- 
pion is not on the road he can be 
found at home in Virginia Beach 
sailing his boat or fishing in Chesa- 
peake Bay. Lou’s home is nestled 
right on the beach and he’s become 
a real outdoorsman. “‘He’s loves it 
here,”.says his wife Charlie. “This 
is good relaxation after Lou's ex- 
tensive travels all over the country. 
Here we can get away from it all 
and enjoy life the way it was meant 
to be enjoyed.” 

Lou Thesz is a true credit to the 
wrestling profession. Looking at 
the great shape he’s in it’s hard to 
believe that he has been involved in 
the sport for so long. It’s people 
like Lou that maintain the sport of 
professional wrestling in its number 
one standing in the world. o 
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